Original Communications. [Jan. deteriorating their general health. When I visited the shops during the spring, they were certainly dusty, though, from the dampness of the weather, it was said less so than usual. There can also be no doubt that the dust is extensively inhaled ; for in a case the particulars of which will shortly be detailed, siliceous particles were found in consolidated portions of lung. It is evident that such particles lodged on the mucous membrane of the smaller bronchial tubes or in the cells of the lungs must be a serious source of irritation, tending in persons of healthy constitution to the production of chronic bronchitis and asthma, and in those inheriting a constitutional predisposition to phthisis, to the development of tubercle. Lastly, they might avoid the inhalation of the dust by wearing respirators, either at all times, or when the shops are more particularly dusty.
